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Tue following is an account of an ornithological trip under- 
taken by Messrs. Harrison, Tennant, and the writcr during 
portions of the months of May and June of the present year 
(1883) for the purpose of visiting the Obedska Bara, an ex- 
tensive marsh on the river Save, in Slavonia. It has been 
thought best to treat of it in diary form, giving a broad out- 
line of our doings, and to conclude with a complete list of all 
the species of birds observed in Slavonia, a province whose 
avifauna scems to have received little or no attention at the 
hands of ornithologists; and it is hoped that the information 
thus afforded may be uscful as a contribution towards filling 
up a gap in our knowledge of the distribution of birds in 
Europe. 

We left London on the evening of the 11th of May, and 
after a few hours’ halt at Vienna, arrived at Buda-Pesth on 
the morning of the 15th. Here it was necessary to make 
a short stay to present our letter of introduction to the British 
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Consul-General, through whose influence we hoped to obtain 
the necessary permit from the Hungarian government to 
enter the Obedska Bara, which is strictly preserved, and to 
engage the services of an interpreter to accompany us. In 
the evening we visited Margaret Island, the charming plea- 
sure-resort of the Pesthians, situated in the middle of the 
Danube, about a mile above the city. Although this beau- 
tiful spot offered a great variety of attractions in the shape of 
gardens, baths, and military music, we wended our way to the 
barren shingly spit which forms the northern extremity of the 
island, and considered ourselves well repaid on finding, after 
considerable difficulty, a nest and eggs of the Little Ringed 
Plover. In the wooded portions of the island a pair of 
Hooded Crows had a nest within a couple of hundred yards 
of the band-stand; the Nightingale and Golden Oriole were 
singing on all sides, and we observed the Goldfinch, Haw- 
finch, Greenfinch, Tree-Sparrow, Wryneck, Jackdaw, Tawny 
Owl, and Sparrow-Hawk. 

May 16th. In the morning we visited the Hungarian 
National Museum, a fine handsome building, which possesses 
really valuable collections in all departments of science. and 
a large and able staff of curators, at the head of whom was 
Herr Pulszky Ferencz, a companion of Kossuth in the doings 
of 1848, and who had spent some years in England as a 
political refugee. We were received by him with the 
greatest cordiality, and were introduced to Dr. Madarasz- 
Gyula, the curator im ornithology, a most courteous and 
obliging gentleman, with whom we went carefully over the 
Hungarian collection of birds. The afternoon we spent with 
Dr. Madarász in his large well-wooded town garden, where we 
found birds very nuwerous, and observed, among others, the 
Blackbird, Nightingale, Blackcap, Barred Warbler, Golden 
Oriole, Red-backed Shrike, Collared Flycatcher, Goldfinch, 
Serin, Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Jackdaw, Hooded Crow, 
Wryneck, Cuckoo, Kestrel, and Turtle-Dove, all of which were 
nesting there; while above soared a pair of Aquila heliaca, to 
us a strange sight to sce above a city of 400,000 inhabitants. 

May 17th. Under the guidance of Dr. Madarász we visited 
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Veleneze, a somewhat shallow lake, about twenty-seven miles 
in length and one and a half in width, lying some twenty 
miles S. W. of Buda. On alighting at Dinyes we proceeded 
towards the village of Gardony along the margin of the lake, 
which consists of marshy meadow-land, and were gratified 
at the sight of a pair of Black-winged Stilts, many White 
Herons, several White-headed Ducks, Red-necked Grebes, 
White-winged Black Terns, and Marsh-Harriers, very many 
Great Crested Grebes, while among the less interesting were 
numerous Coots and Black Terns, a few Redshanks, Blue- 
headed and White Wagtails. At Gardony, after some delay, 
we procured four small flat-bottomed boats, and set off in 
different directions over the reed-beds which stud the centre 
of the lake, each in charge of a fisherman clad in a cotton 
divided skirt reaching below his knees, a coarse cloth tunic, 
and a pork-pie felt hat, who navigated the somewhat preca- 
rious craft with great skill, aided only by a long pole, with 
which, although it did not reach the bottom in most places, 
he managed to propel us with considerable speed. The 
result of our labours to procure both specimens and eggs 
was disappointing, for we only bagged a Purple Heron, a 
Great Crested Grebe, several Black Terns and Great Reed- 
Warblers ; while several hours’ really hard work among the 
reed-beds under a broiling sun only resulted in our finding 
the nests and eggs of the Great Crested Grebe and Coot in 
the utmost profusion. Several nests of the Great Reed- 
Warbler, a species of which the harsh notes resounded through 
the reeds on all sides, were ready for eggs, and it was noted 
that more than one of these were coated with that fine thread- 
like confervoid growth so common to stagnant waters. When 
afloat we made the following additions to the list of species 
already enumerated :—Eared Grebe, Little Bittern, Mallard, 
Pintail, White-eyed Duck, Avocet, Spoonbill, Penduline Tit, 
Little Grebe, Common Tern, Brown-headed Gull, and a large 
species of Gull, the identity of which we had not a chance of 
ascertaining. With so many good things around us we could 
only account for our almost blank day by surmising that we 
were too early for eggs. We ceased, however, to wonder 
L2 
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whence all the “grebe” of commerce comes from, after 
the immense numbers of Crested Grebes observed on the 
limited arca of the lake we were able to investigate. In the 
village of Gardony a Stork had young, and we added the 
Bunting, Swallow, and Turtle-Dove to our list. We returned 
to Buda-Pesth in the evening, and along with our interpreter 
went on board the S.S. ‘Fiume, which left for Semlin at 
Tp. M? 

May 18th. On going on deck in the morning we found we 
had arrived at the small town of Baja, whence, until Vukovar 
is reached, the Danube traverses a flat country, which is, how- 
ever, abundantly timbered, thus relieving what would other- 
wise be considered monotonous scenery. In one or two places 
the banks are somewhat steep, and atford breeding-stations to 
numbers of Sand-Martins. At Vukovar the Fruska-Gora 
mountains run parallel to the river on the Slavonian side as far 
as the junction with the Theiss, being about a mile inland, 
so to speak, attaining a considerable height, probably over 
2000 feet, and clothed to the summit with forest. The 
situation of many of the towns and villages was very pic- 
turesque, and that of Karlovie particularly so. During the 
day we observed many species of birds, including the fol- 
lowing—the Raven, White-tailed Eagle, Black Kite, Cor- 
morant, Black Stork, and Sandpiper. We arrived at Semlin 
at 10 p.m. 

May 19th-21st. These days were spent in the miserable 
town of Semlin, where we endeavoured to find some orni- 
thological work to do in the neighbourhood until our permit 
from the Government arrived ; but in this we failed ; nor were 
matters improved on crossing to Belgrade, which was only 
thirteen minutes by steamer. The situation of the latter 
city is extremely fine, but it is a poor place. We noted a 
Goldfinch feeding in the main street (the Terrasia) ; and 
observed a Jackdaw with a large white patch on its breast, 
giving it the appearance of a leviathan Ring-Ouzel. 

May 22nd. Having found a Slav jäger who knew some- 
thing about birds, we set off with him in one of the rough 
primitive carts of the country for the village of Dobanovci, 
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about ten miles due west, where, as he told us, there are fine 
woods and marshes. On leaving Semlin the road passed over 
a large barren treeless common, above which hovered several 
Black Kites and a Raven, possibly attracted by the great 
numbers of that interesting little animal Spermophilus citel- 
lus, which abounded here. The cart-way (one cannot call 
it a road, for there was no attempt at formation) then passed 
through rich arable land, and Crested Larks became abundant, 
and a solitary Wheatear was observed. On approaching 
Dobanovci a row of acacias line each side of the roadway. 
Here the Lesser Grey Shrike was very common and noisy, 
and every now and then darted from the topmost twigs 
on to the stems of last year's maize, which here and there 
remained in the fallows. We procured some fine speci- 
mens, their crops being full of Coleoptera. A Hooded 
Crow had a nest, off which we shot the old bird, taking the 
five eggs it contained. At Dobanovci we found the village 
in holiday, it being the feast-day of the patron saint of the 
church; and were invited to join the inhabitants at their 
roasted pig and sheep, which were being cooked in primitive 
fashion in the churchyard, where, too, the festive board was 
spread. "This we did, while the whole village looked on the 
first Englishmen they had ever seen. White Storks were 
very numerous, and nests occupied the tops of many of the 
chimneys. The natives have no regard whatever for this 
bird, and we might have had the eggs from any of the nests ; 
but they, unfortunately, all contained young. Beyond the 
village was a long narrow and serpentine marsh, with beds of 
reeds and rushes, which could not be reached without a boat, 
owing to the depth of the water. On our approach numbers 
of Squacco Herons, Night-Herons, Little Egrets, Common 
Herons, and a few Purple Herons rose, and we bagged some 
fine specimens. Mallards, White-eyed Ducks, Great Crested 
Grebes, and Great Reed-Warblers were common, and we 
observed a single Little Bittern. We next visited a large 
oak-forest a few miles to the west, where Black Kites were 
very abundant, and soon found a nest, off which we shot 
the old female and obtained specimens of the young in down 


130 Mr. W. E. Clarke, Field- Notes 


—greyish-white little creatures a few days old. The nest 
was a flat structure of sticks, lined with finer sticks, pieces of 
moss, and a quantity of old red flannel. A nest of the 
Raven had large young, one of which was perched on its 
margin, after the manuer of a young Rook. We also 
found the nests of the Red-backed Shrike, Blackcap, Barred 
Warbler, &e. Among other species we noted the Hawfinch, 
Wryneck, Creeper, Sombre Tit, Long-tailed Tit, and Roller, 
and a single specimen of the Icterine Warbler was obtained. 
This wood was remarkably rich in Lepidoptera, especially 
larvee, among which we observed those of Endrumis versicolor 
and Creihocampa processionea, and found the imago of Sa- 
turnia pavonia major. The beautiful little green tree-frog 
was also abundant. 

May 23rd. Iu the afternoon we left for the village of 
Obrez, about thirty miles S.W. of Semlin. Our route lay 
vid Dobanovci. On arriving at the common just out of 
Semlin, we attempted to shoot a specimen of Spermophilus 
citellus, but were completely nonplussed; for the little 
creatures, on sceing us, immediately made for their burrows, 
which are bored perpendicularly into the ground, and here 
they stood and allowed us to take a sitting shot at twenty or 
thirty yards, but always dived into their holes to all appearance 
untouched. After half-a-dozen attempts we desisted, as car- 
tridges were not obtainable thereabouts. Blue-headed Wag- 
tails were common, but kept annoyingly near a herd of white 
oxen, thus preventing our getting specimens. On the 
marsh-meadows, near the village of Pijavicar, we saw a few 
Whinchats, all of which appeared to be much lighter in colour 
than our English bird; one of these we obtained, and found 
it had only the throat and fore neck pale rufous, the breast 
and abdomen being pure white. In the marsh here we found 
a nest of the Sedge-Warbler. We observed little else of 
interest during the day, and passed the night in a peasant’s 
house at Petrovcic. 

May 24th. We were en route a little after 3a.m. The 
face of the country between this village and that of Asanja 
was much more diversified than any we had hitherto passed 
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through, being a succession of woodland, coppice, marsh, and 
meadow. Hundreds of Herodii were passing overhead, 
including a party of Spoonbills, which our Slav driver 
informed us were locally known by a name equivalent to 
* Spoon-Geese." Ina marshy meadow we came across some 
two hundred Glossy Ibises feeding; but they only permitted 
us to approach within about eighty yards, and then took 
flight : our driver termed them “ Black Snipe.” From Asanja 
our route for some miles was along a narrow path through 
an oak-forest, almost every tree of which was affected by 
mistletoe. Eagles were numerous, but only a momentary 
glimpse was caught of them between the trees. On emerging 
from the wood, we skirted the northern end of the Obedska 
Bara, which is here three quarters of a mile in width and 
much overgrown with reeds and sallows. We arrived at 
Obrez about noon, and found it a most miserable village. 
More than half of its turf-built houses were in ruins, and 
their dilapidated chimneys afforded suitable sites for the 
numerous nests of the White Stork. After luncheon, in the 
shape of beer, black bread, and a kind of sour cream-cheese 
made from sheep’s milk, we accompanied a jüger to the 
wood and marsh on the north side of the village. In the 
wood was a nest of either the White-tailed or the Imperial 
Eagle (for both species were seen in the vicinity)—an 
immense structure, quite ninety feet from the ground, in a 
gigantic oak of such dimensions that climbing was entirely 
out of the question. Other birds were scarce, with the excep- 
tion of the Great Spotted Woodpecker, which was abundant. 
The marsh was some miles in length, and here margined on 
both sides by forest, rendering it particularly secluded. A 
pair of Imperial Eagles occupied posts on a couple of dead 
trees close by ; above soared a White-tailed Eagle, and over 
the marsh several Marsh-Harriers, Black Terns, and one or 
two White-winged Black Terns were hovering ; while from 
the reeds there arose several White-eyed Ducks, Pygmy 
Cormorants, and Squacco Herons. On entering the marsh 
with our wading-boots (which were absolutely indispensable, 
owing to the prodigious numbers of leeches) we found that, 
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in addition to the reed-beds and sallow-brakes, tussocks of 
sedge (Cladium mariscus) were numerously interspersed. 
The water was not deep, and in most parts under three feet. 
A few hours’ hard work produced a nest of the Little Crake 
and several of White-eyed Duck, Mallard, and Coot. The 
nest of the Crake was on a sedge-tussock about six inches 
above the surface of the water, and occupied, not the ecntre, 
but the side of the tussock ; it was a depression, amply lined 
with short broad picees of recd-blade, and contained seven 
eges. The nests of the Ducks were likewise on the tussocks. 
Among the reed-beds a species of water-snake was numerous, 
and when disturbed glided under water. The marsh-tortoise 
(Emys europea) was also not uncommon. In the evening we 
sct out for Kupinovo, not caring to remain the night in the 
wretched village of Obrez. 

May 25th. In the morning we made a visit of inspection 
to the “Iara, ewhich, it may be well hereto semark wis 
a horseshoe-shaped marsh, about ten miles in. length and 
half a mile in width. It has evidently been at one time 
the northern bend of the river Save, which at this point 
now takes a similar curve to the south. Kupinovo is at the 
southern extremity of the castern arm, so to speak, of the 
horseshoe. The surface of the “ bara,” with the exception of 
a strip of open water along the margin, is a mass of reed-beds 
and sallow-brakes ; and although the water is very deep, yet 
this marsh is fast getting choked with vegetation, and in 
course of time will doubtless become quite grown up. We 
found the great colony of Herons about a mile north of 
the village and where the sallow-brake was densest. This 
brecding-station oceupied a few hundred square yards in the 
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centre of the “ bara," and presented a most interesting sight. 
Seated on the bushes were hundreds of Squaeco Herons, Little 
Egrets, Night- Herons, Glossy Ibises, Pygmy Cormorants, and 
many Common Herons; while in the centre, in an exclusive 
group, were fifty or sixty Spoonbills. Many otherindividuals 
of these species were busily engaged in breaking twigs and 
conveying them to their nests. Every now and then a panice 
seemed suddenly to seize this vast asscmblage, aud then there 
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arose many thousands of birds hitherto hidden, most of 
which soon settled down and were again lost to sight, and 
things remained as before. Marsh-Harriers were extremely 
abundant, and six or eight were seen on the wing at once. 
White-eyed Ducks, Black Terns, and Mallards occasionally 
rose ; Crested Grebes and Coots floated lazily on the open 
water; White Wagtails ran nimbly on the margin at our 
feet; Great Reed-Warblers sent forth their vigorous but un- 
musical notes from the reeds ; while overhead we observed, as 
we reclined on the bank, a pair of Black Storks, an Imperial 
and a Booted Eagle. Such was our introduction to the bird- 
life on the Obedska “bara.” In the afternoon a peasant 
brought a fine dark form of the Barn-Owl, in which the under- 
parts were rich orange-brown, the upper parts chiefly dark 
bluish grey. 

A Government official arrived from Semlin, with our 
anxiously awaited permit. In the evening we made an 
attempt to enter the “bara” in a flat-bottomed boat; but, 
after a resolute tussle, we were compelled to desist, and to 
admit that an entrance direct was not to be forced. We 
made arrangements for the boatmen to be in readiness at 
3 a.m., in the hope that by an early start the intense heat of 
the later morning might be avoided. 

May 26th. For some reason or other our boatmen were 
full of exeuses, and it was only by dint of considerable pres- 
sure that the boat was forthcoming after a most annoying 
delay. At last we were afloat, with our two Slav boatmen 
occupying the stern, from which they plied their short- 
handled paddles. Our plan was to attempt to enter thc 
colony by approaching from the middle of the “bara.” To 
do this, we started about a mile below the colony; and for 
some time all went well, as we passed rapidly up an open lane 
between reed-beds, of which the surface was covered with the 
beautiful flowers and leaves of the white water-lily. After- 
wards several reed-beds were penetrated, from which many 
' White-eyed Ducks, several Pochards, and a pair of Gadwalls 
were disturbed; but difficulties increased, and after two 
hours we were compelled to retire to the margin and com- 
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mence anew. Paddling much nearer to the desired goal, we 
again essayed to enter; and after fighting our way through 
belts of sallows and reed-beds, over masses of floating vege- 
table matter and tussocks of sedge, and across open spaces 
thickly carpeted with that interesting aquatic plant Stratiotes 
aloides, we at last approached the outer fringe and caught 
glimpses of the blue eggs of the Ibis. Short work was made 
of the remaining barriers, and we were soon in the midst of 
an almost indescribable scene. On every side arose a vast 
body of birds, the beating of their pinions and their harsh 
notes producing quite a deafening sound; and soon the 
whole colony, estimated at 30,000, was on the wing, their 
confused flight resembling the gyrations of a swarm of bees. 
After a short interval they grew somewhat accustomed to 
our presence, and perched on the surrounding bushes, so 
close that the red eye of the Night-Heron and the yellow 
patches between the toes of the Little Egret were plainly to 
be seen, while they swayed about uncomfortably on the top- 
most twigs of the sallows along with the Glossy Ibis, Pygmy 
Cormorant, Common Heron, and Spoonbill. Around us were 
the nests and eggs of all these species save the Spoonbill. 
Those of the Ibis were in every instance on the surface of the 
water, or but very little above it, and were in the utmost pro- 
fusion. The Night-Herons had their nests a few feet above the 
water, as had also the Squaccos and Little Egrets, though 
those of the latter were sometimes placed just above the sur- 
face. The structures of the Common Herons and Pygmy Cor- 
morants were, as a rule, among the higher branches. In order 
to give some idea of the profusion in which these nests were, it 
is only necessary to say that in one bush were noted one nest 
of Common Heron, two of Pygmy Cormorant, three of Night- 
Heron, two of Little Egret, one of Squacco, and three of 
Glossv Ibis. Nor was this a singular instance, for most of 
the trees were equally laden. The nests of all these species 
were very similar in structure and materials, tbose of the 
Night- and Squacco Herons being composed entirely of 
sticks, the lining of those of the former species being ar- 
ranged to radiate from the centre. The nests of the Pygmy 
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Cormorant consisted of sticks lined with finer sticks and 
roots ; while sticks and a few reeds formed those of the Little 
Egret and the Glossy Ibis. "The nests of the Egret and the 
Squacco were seldom to be seen in juxtaposition, probably 
on aecount of the pugnacious temperament of the latter. 
We had some trouble to get at the nests of the select party 
of Spoonbills, and had to push our boat over nests of 
Glossy Ibis, which it was impossible even with the greatest 
care to avoid. ‘The nests of the Spoonbills were immense 
structures of sticks and dead reeds ; some were only just above 
the water, while others were as much as four feet from the 
surface. When at the nests of this species a solitary 
individual ofthe White Heron was observed, the only one 
seen by us in Slavonia. It was rather surprising to find 
fresh eggs of the Common Heron and the Spoonbill at this 
date; which may perhaps be accounted for by the fact that 
the Herons are summer visitors only to this region; and 
probably all arrive much at the same time, the winter, I 
suspect, being too severe even for the former, which probably 
arrives somewhat earlier than the rest, as some few nests 
contained very young birds. ‘The return journey was under- 
taken with light hearts after our success, and we reached 
Kupinovo at 3 r.m., finding on our way a newly hatched 
young of the Little Crake among some sedge, to which our 
attention was drawn by the loud clear note of the old bird. 
This little creature was glossy black with a beautiful dark 
green cast, and had bluish-grey legs. 

The next two or three days were chiefly devoted to skinning 
birds and blowing eggs. On the 28th a native brought a nest 
containing a single egg of the Penduline Titmouse which he 
had cut from the slender twigs of a sallow. In the evening 
of the same day we added a nest and eggs of the Golden 
Oriole to our collection. 

May 29th. Count Samuel Talacki, a Hungarian nobleman, 
on a shooting-expedition on the Save, shot on the “ bara" 
a fine mature male of Ardea bubulcus, which we had the 
pleasure of examining soon after it was killed. Although this 
species has not been hitherto recorded as breeding in this 
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part of Europe (indeed it is quite a stranger in Hungary, 
and this is the first recorded occurrence in the Hungarian 
States, according to Dr. Madarász), yet I think there can 
be little doubt that it had a mate and nest in the “ bara." 
On this day, too, we saw a pair of fine young of Eagle-Owls 
in the possession of a peasant in the village, which he 
had taken from a wood in the Kupinsky Kut, a locality 
about ten miles S.E. of Kupinovo, during the first week in 
May. 

May 30th. Left Kupinovo at 5 a.m. in a cart for Obrez, for 
another day in the marsh there. On the way several Hoopoes 
on the roadside and Booted Eagles on dead trees in the 
wood were observed. The marsh reached we entered under 
an intensely hot sun, and found the temperature of the reed- 
beds somewhat akin to that of an oven. On the tussocks of 
sedge nests of the White-cyed Duck and Mallard were nume- 
rous: one of the former contained fourtecn eggs and was 
margimed with brownish-black down, having greyish tips at 
the point of insertion. A nest of the Water-hail was also 
found in a similar situation ; it contained ten eggs and was a 
depression amply lined with dry reed-blades. A Sombre Tit 
uttered its peculiar notes from a willow, and from its constant 
presence we presumed it had a nest at hand; but this we 
failed to find. On leaving the marsh for a siesta at midday 
we disturbed an Eagle, which we took for a Spotted Eagle, 
which flew lazily to a tree and allowed us to pass beneath, 
seeming to be well aware that there was not a gun in the 
party, a fact accounted for by reason of the marsh being pre- 
served and to avoid complications. In the afternoon we again 
entered the marsh and found the nests of the White-eyed 
Duck almost a nuisance, but at length came across something 
good in the shape of a nest of Locustella fluviatilis, from which 
we put off the old bird. The nest was a deep cup-shaped 
structure composed entirely of the broad dry blades of reed, 
aud soon fell to picces when removed from the centre of 
the tussock of sedge in which it was buried, under the dead 
growth of former ycars: it contained five fresh eggs. An 
attempt was then made to reach the breeding-place of the 
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Terns; but after sinking over the tops of our wading-boots we 
were only able to obtain a few eggs of Black Tern, which were 
in large nests of dead and wet reed-stems placed on floating 
masses of the same. The breeding-place of the White-winged 
Black Tern was beyond our reach. By the roadside, on 
returning to Obrez, a small party of Bee-eaters was seen. In 
the evening we returned to Kupinovo. 

May 81st. Inthe morning we procured a few eggs of 
Black Tern and a nest and eggs of Great Reed-Warbler from 
the bara, and while so doing were interested in watching an 
Imperial Eagle, which on making its appearance over the 
village was immediately bullied by a Black Kiteand a White 
Stork. In the afternoon a visit was paid to the large wood 
between the eastern and western arms of the bara, where we 
found a nest of the Black Stork, from which the old bird flew 
on our approach. The nest was placed on a large branch 
about forty feet from the ground, but the immense girth of 
the tree precluded any attempt at climbing. A nest of the 
Penduline Tit, ready for eggs, was suspended among the 
outer twigs of a pollard poplar, and, like the one already 
obtained, was formed entirely of the down from the sallow- 
catkin, having the appearance of silky curled wool, and 
through this were interlaced a few dry grasses as if to lend 
additional strength. Both the nests of this bird which we 
obtained had two holes, one in front, the other behind. 
Quite low down in a decayed oak was a nest-hole and young 
of the Great Spotted Woodpecker. 

June Ist. At 5 a.m. we bade farewell to Kupinovo, tra- 
velling by Progar, Becmen, and Dobanovci to Semlin. At 
first our road lay along the banks of the Save, which were in 
many places wooded ; and here we observed the Hobby, a pair 
of Bee-eaters, Green Woodpeckers, and Goldfinches. On 
leaving the river we passed several small marshes, and noted 
the Purple Heron and Common Tern, and, nearer Dobanovci, 
the Wheatear and Blue-headed Wagtail and several Eagles. 
When between Becmen and Dobanovci we had a new experi- 
ence in being followed for some miles by a wolf, attracted no 
doubt by a foal of tender age which trotted by the side of 
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its dam, which was harnessed to our cart. Wolves are very 
numerous in this district, and perhaps in Slavonia generally, 
and since our visit to Dobanovci a party beat the wood and 
shot seven. As we entered Dobanovci no less than nine 
White Storks were soaring over the village at a great height, 
and one of these descended rapidly at an angle of 60? to a 
nest close to us, using its wings as a parachute by keeping 
them parallel with its legs, which were outstretched in the 
direction of the descent; the neck and head were lowered 
in the same direction, and altogether it presented a most 
remarkable appearance. During our trip we had abundant 
opportunity for studying the habits of this species and 
considered it rather an uninteresting bird than otherwise. 
As a rule, one of the parents was generally to be seen standing 
on the side of the nest in a most lethargic attitude. Some- 
times when both were at tlhe nest one of them (perhaps the 
male) made a loud hollow snapping noise, and went through 
the pantomimic performance, while so doing, of throwing 
back the neck and placing the crown of the head on the lower 
portion of the back. But to return. After some breakfast 
we took a small light punt into the marsh, but found the 
reed-beds so dense that it was quite impossible to penetrate 
them for any distance, and aftcr some hard work were com- 
pelled to desist after having found only a few nests of the 
Great Reed-Warbler and one of the Moorhen. This was a 
disappointment, as the Little Bittern was not uncommon and 
probably nesting. Squacco Herons, Night-Herons, and 
White-eyed Ducks were numerous, and we observed also a 
few Common Terns and a solitary Penduline Tit, while in a 
vineyard on the margin was shot a male Stonechat; the 
latter an interesting type, having the head and back ex- 
tremely black, the bay confined to a patch on fore neck, and 
the breast and abdomen silky white. In this marsh abounded 
huge specimens of Lymnea stagnalis and Planorbis corneus, 
and Paludina hungarica was not uncommon ; on the road from 
Dobanovci to Semlin we found eight nests of Lesser Grey 
Shrikes in the acacias; they were as large as those of a 
Blackbird, and were chiefly composed of a large species of 


from Slavonia and Hungary. 139 


chickweed, freshly plucked feathers, and wool; some con- 
tained six eggs. Arrived at Semlin at 6 p.m. 

June 2nd.  Arose at 4 a.m. and crossed to Belgrade, 
whence we took the steamer for Orsova; owing to the 
amount of flood, the river was in many places two or three 
miles in width. The country was flat on the Hungarian 
bank, hilly on the Servian ; and in many parts both banks 
are well wooded. The birds observed were a solitary Gull- 
billed Tern, near Semendria, and many White-tailed Eagles, 
Black Kites, and Black Terns. At Bazias the river enters 
the mountains, and the scenery becomes extremely fine, cul- 
minating in the indescribable Kasan Pass, where the mighty 
river runs between precipitous cliffs, in many places 2000 feet 
in height, and in the narrowest part in a channel only 180 
yards in width. Near the base of these cliffs on each side a 
road has been hewn out of the solid rock—the one on the 
right bank completed by Trajan in a.p. 108, and that on 
the left bank is a carriage-road of modern date. In this pass 
the Griffon Vulture appeared to be not uncommon,and several 
were seen on the wing or seated on the ledges far above. 
A pair of Ruddy Sheldrake, disturbed by the steamer, flew 
close by us. We arrived at Orsova at 4 p.m. and took a 
carriage to Turn Severin, in Roumania, in order to see the 
celebrated Iron Gate. Eagles were very numerous over the 
forest-clad mountains of this part of Wallachia, and the 
Whinchat, Red-backed Sbrike, White Wagtail, and, I think, 
Rock-Thrush were noted. We had now arrived at our 
journey's end and the beginning of our return; and it is 
enough to say that after a few days spent in the beautiful 
city of Pesth, we arrived home on the 8th of June. 


It will be seen from the foregoing that the following list 
was compiled in the extreme S.E. corner of Slavonia, a dis- 
trict forming a narrow triangle of which Semlin is the apex, 
the Save the southern boundary, a line from Kupinovo to 
Obrez the western, and one from Obrez through Dobanovci 
to Semlin the northern. This tract of country is flat or 
gently undulating, about 200 feet above sea-level, and totally 
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devoid of marked physical features. About Semlin much of 
it is rich agricultural land, further west it is chiefly clothed 
with extensive forests of old timber, mostly oak, and with 
numerous marshes of greater or less extent. A few specics 
are added which were observed on the Danube between the 
confluences of the Drave and Save, where the river forms the 
N.E. boundary of the province. Further research, and 
especially an investigation of the Fruska-Gora mountains, 
lying to the north-west of the district indicated, and attaining 
probably a height of between 2000 and 3000 feet, would 
add mauy species to the list, for the influence of elevation on 
the avifauua of countries possessing similar physical cha- 
racters is well known. 

The list having been compiled between the 18th of May 
and the 2nd of June, it is fair to presume that all the species 
noted were breeding in Slavonia. 


Turpvus musicus, Linn. 
We never saw this species, nor did we hear its song; but 
its nest and eggs were found in several of the woods. 


TURDUS MERULA, Linn. 
Did not appear to be a common species. Single birds 
were noted at Vukovar, Dobanovci, and Kupinovo. 


SAXICOLA ŒNANTHE (Linn.). 
Very local, and only noted on some poor land near Semlin, 
Dobanovci, and Becmen. 


PRATINCOLA RUBETRA (Linn.). 

Only scen in the marshy meadows near Pijavicar, and, as 
stated, was of a lighter type than ordinary British speci- 
mens, having the breast and abdomen dull white. 


PRATINCOLA RUBICOLA (Linn.). 

A solitary male seen and obtained in a vineyard at Doba- 
novci. An interesting specimen, in which the head and back 
are inteuscly black, with the faintest trace of the rufous 
edging to the feathers, the bay of the underparts is con- 
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fined to a patch on the fore neck, and the breast and abdo- 
men are silky white. 


Davras Luscinia (Linn.). 

Extremely abundant everywhere. I am not certain as to 
whether D. philomela occurs in Slavonia, but I have Hun- 
garian specimens of that species in my collection. 


SYLVIA CINEREA, Bechstein. 
Only observed in the coppices about Petrovcic. 


SYLVIA ATRICAPILLA (Linn.). 
A nest and eggs obtained in the woods at Dobanovci. 


SyLvIA HORTENSIS (Bechstein). 
A nest found in the wood at Kupinovo, on which the bird 
was seen. 


SvLvIA NIsORIA (Bechstein). 
Common, and nesting in all the localities visited. 


Hv»oraris 1CcTERINA (Vieillot). 

A solitary individual shot in the wood at Dobanovci on the 
22nd of May. Probably this is the southern limit of its 
range in this part of Europe during the breeding-season. 

ACROCEPHALUS TURDOIDES (Meyer). 

Extremely abundant and breeding in all the marshes. 


ACROCEPHALUS PHRAGMITIS (Bechstein). 
A nest and eggs found in the marsh at Pijavicar, and a few 
heard near Petrovcic. Evidently not a common bird. 


LocusTELLA NJE&viA (Bodd.). 
Not uncommon in the marshes at Petrovcic and Kupinovo. 


LocusTELLA FLUVIATILIS (Wolf). 

Probably abundant, along with many other Sylviinz, but 
only detected by the finding of its nest and eggs in the marsh 
at Obrez on the 30th of May. 


ACREDULA CAUDATA (Linn.). 
Observed in the woods at Dobanovci and Kupinovo. 


PARUS MAJOR. 
Common. 
SER. V.— VOL. II. M 
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Parus LUGUBRIS, Temm. 

Several heard and seen in the woods at Dobanovci. One 
observed at Obrez. 

PARUS CÆRULEUS, Linn. 

Common. 

/EGITHALUS PENDULINUS (Linn.). 

Two nests obtained at Kupinovo and a bird secu at Do- 
banovci. 

SITTA czsta, Wolf. 

Several seen in the woods at Kupinovo. 

MoraciLLA ALBA, Linn. 

The common Wagtail of the country. 

MoracirLA FLAVA, Linn. 

Local, but not uncommon about Semlin and Beemeu. 

ORIOLUS GALBULA, Linn. 

Extremely common everywhere. 

LANius MINOR, Gmel. 

Common: numbers nesting in the roadside trees abont Do- 
banovci, and secn singly or in pairs at all the places visited. 

LANIUS COLLURIO, Linn. 

Very common. 


HinuNDo rustica, Linn. 
Very common. 


CHELIDON VRBICA (Linn.). 
Abundant. 


COTILE RIPARIA (Linn.). 
A few observed at Obrez. 


CERTHIA FAMILIARIS (Linn.). 
One or two observed in the woods at Dobanovci. 


CARDUELIS ELEGANS, Steph. 
Not numerous, but observed singly in several localities. 


LicvmiNvs cnromis (Linn.). 
Extremely common. 
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CoccoTHRAUSTES VULGARIS, Pall. 
Very common in all localities. In the wood at Dobanovci 
it was seen in parties of five or six on 22nd of May. 


Passer Domesticus (Linn.). 
Very common. 


Passer MONTANUS (Linn.). 

The commonest bird in Slavonia, and simply ubiquitous, 
appearing to be equally at home whether in the forests, 
marshes, villages, or on the roadsides. 


FRINGILLA CXLEBS, Linn. 
Extremely abundant. 


EMBERIZA MILIARIA, Linn. 

Very common. 

EMBERIZA CITRINELLA, Linn. 

Observed in the woods only, where several nests were 
found. Not uncommon. 


EMBERIZA SCH@NIcLUS, Linn. 
I am morally certain I saw a pair on the Obedska Bara. 


A rare bird so far south during the breeding-season. 


STURNUS VULGARIS, Linn. 
Local; for it was only observed about Kupinovo, where it 


was common. 


GARRULUS GLANDARIUS (Linn.). 
Common. 


Pica rustica (Scop.). 
Common, nesting in the sallows of the “bara” and in the 


trees in the village streets. 


Corvus MONEDULA, Linn. 
Common at Peterwardein; a few were observed nesting in 


the church-steeples at Dobanovci and Kupinovo. 


Corvus conNix, Linn. 
Very common and particularly tame, nesting in trees on 


the roadside close to the villages. 
M2 
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Corvus FRUGILEGUS, Linn. 
Common, but local. Several large rookeries were ob- 


served. 


Corvus CORAX, Lina. 
Observed in all the woods. 


ALAUDA ARVENSIS, Linn. - 
Common. 


ALAUDA CRISTATA, Linn. 
Common on the roadside, especially in the vieinity of 
arable land. 


CyrPsELus APUS (Linn.). 
Very common. 


Denprocorus MAJOR (Linn.). 
Extremely common in all the woods. 


GECINUS VIRIDIS (Linn.). 
Observed on the roadside trees about Kupinovo and 
Becmen. 


Iynx TORQUILLA, Linn. 
Two heard in the wood at Dobanovci. 


CoRACIAS GARRULA, Linn. 

Very common; observed in the woodlands and trees by 
the roadside. 

Merors APIASTER, Linn. 

A small party seen at Obrez on the 30th of May, and 
a pair at Progar on the 1st of June. 


Upupa EPOPS, Linn. 
Several observed on the wooded margin of the bara, near 
Kupinovo. 


CUCULUS canorvs, Linn. 
Very common, especially in the woods. 


Srrix FLAMMEA, Linn. 

One seen at Petrovcic, and a fine dark variety procured at 
Kupinovo, in which the underparts are orange-brown, the 
upper greyish blue. 
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Buso reNavus, Forst. 
A pair of young birds seen, which had been taken from a 
nest near Kupinovo early in May. 


Gv»s ruLvus (Gmel.). 
A pair shot on the Save, above Kupinovo, by Count 
Talacki, on the 25th of May. 


Circus ÆRUGINOSUS (Linn.). 
Common on all the marshes, and particularly abundant on 
the Obedska Bara and at Obrez. 


Burro vvrcanis, Leach. 
"Common in the woods. 


AQUILA PENNATA (Gmel.). 
Common about Kupinovo and Obrez. 


AQUILA CLANGA, Pall. ? 
- I am not quite certain about this species; but there was 
certainly another Aquila observed in addition to A. pennata 
and A. heliaca. 


AQUILA HELIACA, Savigny. 
Common, and generally distributed. 


HALIAETUS ALBICILLA (Linn.). 

Common on the wooded banks of the Danube and Save, 
and several observed on the Obedska Bara and on the marsh 
at Obrez. 


Mirvvus mierans (Bodd.). 
The common bird of prey of the country, and to be seen 
not only in the villages but even in the town of Semlin. 


Fatco saAcER, Gmel. 
Observed on two occasions, at Obrez and at Dobanovci. 


FALco SUBBUTEO, Linn. 
One seen at Progar. 


TINNUNCULUS ALAUDARIUS (Gmel.). 
Fairly common. 


PHALACROCORAX CARBO (Linn.). 
Several seen on the Danube at Dalya. 
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Puaracrocorax PYGMÆEUS, Pall. 
Nesting very abundantly in the Obedska Bara. A few 
secn at Obrez. 


AnpEA CINEREA, Linn. 
Common. Many nesting in the Obedska Bara. One or 
two seen at Dobanovci. 


ARDEA PURPUREA, Linn. 
Not common, several scen on the Obedska Bara and at 
Dobanovci and Becmen. 


ARDEA ALBA, Linn. 

A single bird observed on the Obedska Bara, where it was 
once common; but persecution for the sake of its plumes has 
all but banished it. 


ARDEA GARZETTA, Linn. 7 
Nesting very abundantly in the Obedska Bara. A few 
seen at Dobanovci. 


ARDEA BUBULCUS, Audouin. 

An old male shot on the Obedska Bara on the 20th of May, 
where it no doubt had a mate. The first known occurrence 
in Hungary or hee provinces. 


ARDEA RALLOIDES, Scop. 

The commonest aud tamest of the Herons. Extremely 
abundant, nesting on the Obedska Bara and common at Do- 
banovci. 


ARDETTA MINUTA (Linn.). 
Observed only in the marsh at Dobanovci, where it was 
not uncommon. 


Nycricorax agisgus (Linn.). 
Nesting very abundantly on the Obedska Bara. A few at 
Dobanovci. 


CicoNrA ALBA, Bechst. 
Very common, and nesting in all the villages. 
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CicoN1A NIGRA, Linn. 

Not common. A pair seen on the Danube at Palanka and 
several at Kupinovo, where they were nesting in a wood on 
the west side of the “ bara." 


PLATALEA LEUCORODIA, Linn. 
A large party breeding on the Obedska Bara: not seen 
elsewhere. 


PLEGADIS FALCINELLUS (Linn.). 
Nesting in great abundance on the Obedska Bara. Not 
seen elsewhere. 


Anas BOSCAS, Linn. 
Common, nesting in all the marshes. 


CHAULELASMUS STREPERUS (Linn.). 
A pair observed on the Obedska Bara on the 28th of May. 


FULIGULA FERINA (Linn.). 
Several observed on the Obedska Bara, where they were 
doubtless breeding. 


NYROCA FERRUGINEA (Gmel.). 

By far the commonest Duck of the country. Breeds in all 
the marshes, and in great abundance in the Obedska Bara 
and the marsh at Obrez. 


TurtuR communis, Selby. 
Very abundant. 


PERDIX CINEREA, Latham. 
A pair seen near Kupinovo. 


COTURNIX COMMUNIS, Bonnat. 
Extremely abundant. 


Rarnus aquaticus, Linn. 
A nest with ten eggs found in the marsh at Obrez on the 
30th of May. 


Porzana PARVA (Scop.). 
Probably common. A nest with seven eggs taken in the 
Obrez marsh on the 24th of May; and a young in down 
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captured in the Obedska Bara on the 26th of May, whose 


plumage was glossy black with a beautiful dark green cast ; 
legs bluish grey. 


Crex PRATENSIS, Bechst. 
Heard commonly around Kupinovo and Petrovcic. 


GALLINULA CHLOROPUS (Linn.). 
Not seen, but two nests and eggs found. 


Furica ATRA, Linn. 
Very common in the Obedska Bara and at Obrez. 


VANELLUS VULGARIS (Bechst.). 
Appeared to be uncommon. Only a very few were seen 
on the margins of the Obedska Bara. 


TRINGOIDES HYPOLEUCOs (Linn.). 
A few observed on the Danube, just below the confluence 
of the Drave, on the 18th of May. 


STERNA FLUVIATILIS, Naum. 


Not at all common. Ove or two seen at Becmen and 
Dobanovei 


HyYDROCHELIDON LEUCOPTERA (Schinz). 
Several seen on the marsh at Obrez. 


HypROcHELIDON NIGRA (Linn.). 
Extremely common on the Danube and on all the marshes. 


Popicers cnisTATUS (Linn.). 
Common on the Obedska Bara and at Dobanovci. 


PopicEPrs GRISEIGENA (Bodd.). 
A pair observed on the Obedska Bara. 


